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CHAPTER 2 
Happy Hunting Ground 


ORN on Back Creek in Highland County, Virginia, I grew © 
up on a Knapp’s Creek farm in Pocahontas County, West ~~ 
Virginia, which are adjoining sections with the main Allegheny | 
Mountain dividing them. Highland is a small upland county in =~ 
the Valley of Virginia, lying between the Allegheny and Shenan- 
doah Mountains, with three small parallel ranges intervening, 
where rise the headwaters of the James and South Potomac 

Rivers. Back Creek flows south along the eastern base of the 
Allegheny into the Jackson River, which joins the Cowpasture 
to form the famous James River. In Pocahontas County on the 
west slope of the Allegheny, the Greenbrier flows southwest 
through the center of Pocahontas toward the Ohio River. Its 
chief branch, Knapp’s Creek, rising at the foot of Paddy's Knob 
in the Allegheny, meanders south and west through a beautiful 
valley 20 miles long to join the Greenbrier at Marlinton and to 
provide Indians and white men with an easy approach to a low 
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